Powerpoint Presentations and their Mistakes

· Poor Preparation of the Presentation - People are very annoyed when the presenter does not even think about the structure of the presentation and simply copies the text of a report onto slides. PowerPoint slides should support the message, not substitute for the presenter or for a more detailed handout. Presenters need to connect with the audience instead of hiding behind the slides. 

· Balance of Slide Elements - People find too much text or too much fancy graphics and multimedia a big turn off. These two extremes do not work well. A balanced approach is called for - text to give context for the audience's understanding of what the presenter will next be speaking about, and graphics and multimedia to add flavor to the text. 

· Not Knowing How to Use the Technology - If presenters are going to use technology during a presentation, they should learn how to set it up, start it up so it looks professional and smoothly move between the slides. Awkward usage of PowerPoint and presentation technology was mentioned a number of times as detracting from the message being delivered. 

The top aspects that audiences find annoying about bad Powerpoint presentations:

· The speaker read the slides to us 60.4% 

· Text so small I couldn't read it 50.9% 

· Full sentences instead of bullet points 47.8% 

· Slides hard to see because of color choice 37.1% 

· Moving/flying text or graphics 24.5% 

· Annoying use of sounds 22.0% 

· Overly complex diagrams or charts 22.0% 

